
 

 

   English Curriculum Document       
Intent Statement 
At Hartsfield, we believe that English is core to every child’s education.  

We believe a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high-quality education and will give our children 
the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society and to expand their horizons. Within our 
curriculum, we aim to provide opportunities for children to become confident learners; ready to move on 
to the next phase of their education. 

We champion reading as a vital life skill. We want our children to become resilient, independent learners 
with a passion for reading that they will carry forward into their later lives. We aim to inspire an 
appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of reading widely and often. We want all 
our children to have a secure grounding in phonics decoding, fluency and prosody, underpinning their early 
reading, alongside all aspects that enable a child to fully question and comprehend a text.  

We want to nurture a culture where children take pride in their writing, write clearly and accurately and 
adapt their language and style for a range of contexts and to apply their powers of imagination, 
inventiveness and critical awareness within their work. Our children will need to write letters correctly 
using a common formation before moving onto a fluent and cursive style in Year 2 - a style that we will 
maintain throughout each child’s time at Hartsfield. We will teach the children to plan, draft and edit their 
own writing across a range of genres. We intend to give all our children frequent opportunities to develop 
their writing both within English sessions and through cross-curricular writing opportunities. We want to 
embed learning about grammar, punctuation and spelling from the Early Years throughout children’s time 
at Hartsfield  



 

 

We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening, and to use discussion to 
communicate and further their learning. We believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge 
base in English following a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. 
They will learn to speak clearly, fluently and confidently to a range of audiences and will recognise and use 
a varied, nuanced vocabulary. 

All our children, including disadvantaged or those when SEND will have the knowledge and cultural capital 
to succeed in life and will consistently achieve highly. 

 

Implementation Statement 
The English curriculum covers a wide range of knowledge and skills, progressing as the children move 
through their time at Hartsfield. Our curriculum is directed by the Early Years Framework and the National 
Curriculum for English, which set out statutory requirements for learning across the primary phase. 

Teachers subject knowledge in English will be excellent. Our own use of English, through speaking, 
listening, writing and reading will ensure children learn well. 

The work will be planned and delivered to the children across the school working towards providing 
sufficient cumulative knowledge and skills for future learning. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading 

Reading is prioritised.  

Reading is a vital part of our curriculum and is integral to all of our lessons. No child will be disadvantaged 
when it comes to reading. 

At Hartsfield we teach reading through:  

Phonics:  

Phonetic awareness is crucial for the development of reading by segmenting and blending sounds. In 
EYFS and Year 1 we will deliver our own bespoke phonics programme based on the phases 1 to 5 of 
Letters and Sounds. Children will be expected to have completed Phase 4 by the end of EYFS and Phase 
5 by the end of Year 1. Children in Year 2 will complete our own spelling programme ready for Essential 
Spellings in years 3 to 6.  

Any children with misconceptions, misunderstanding or having missed lessons due to absence will be 
quickly assessed and interventions put into place directly. 

Comprehension:  

At Hartsfield, we aim to teach lessons which focus on developing pupils’ level of understanding of the 
text, through discussion, written and oral tasks; and the exploration of new vocabulary. Pupils will be 
taught to retrieve, infer, predict, summarise, analyse and evaluate the books they choose to read and 
whole class, teacher inspired texts.  

 

 



 

 

Guided reading:  

At Hartsfield, we inspire our pupils to read for pleasure and to read widely. In these lessons, pupils will 
explore a book, developing their reading skills and their ability to understand the author’s intent, 
connections and links to their own experiences. Discussion and critiquing are key aspects of these 
lessons. Teachers carefully select texts that are above each child’s own reading ability and are of a high 
calibre. 

Reading across the curriculum:  

At Hartsfield, we maximise opportunities for pupils to read. We focus on the teaching of reading whilst 
increasing the pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the topics being taught in all curriculum areas. 

Independent Reading:  

Hartsfield promotes Everyone Reading in Class (ERIC) to support independent reading. Children from 
EYFS to year 6 are expected to take home a book for pleasure from a selection of fiction and non-fiction 
books.   

Through the teaching of systematic phonics, our aim is for children to become fluent readers by the end 
of Key Stage One. This way, children can focus on developing their fluency and comprehension as they 
move through the school. Attainment in reading is measured summertively at the end of each year using 
comprehension tests and the statutory assessments at the end of Key Stage One and Two. Teachers are 
given the knowledge and expertise to continually assess the children and adapt learning, put 
interventions in place and to plan consolidation lessons. These results are measured against the reading 
attainment of children nationally.  

 



 

 

Writing 

Writing is an important part of our curriculum and is an integral part of all of our lessons. Writing is 
purposeful. No child will be at a disadvantage when it comes to writing. 

We use an adapted ’The Write Stuff’ approach for years 1 to 4. Each writing unit is planned in accordance 
with the national curriculum objectives, whilst considering the purpose of writing.  

Handwriting  

It is paramount that children are rigorously taught correct letter formation from the very beginning of 
their time in school. During EYFS children are taught to sit properly in order to have the correct posture 
for writing, hold a pencil in the correct position and develop a legible handwriting style. We use a 
systematic and progressive approach. 

Teachers are expected to role model the school’s handwriting style when marking children’s work, 
writing on the board and on displays around the school.  

       Spelling, grammar and punctuation 

Throughout the English curriculum, pupils will be taught key elements of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, and will be given opportunities to apply these to their own writing. The National Curriculum 
(2014) sets out the statutory requirements across the primary phase, including key grammatical 
vocabulary and spelling rules.  

In EYFS, children will be introduced to basic sentence punctuation such as capital letters and full stops. 
This will be discussed through reading, then also modelled and encouraged in group work.  



 

 

In Key Stage 1 and 2, the children will be taught grammar, punctuation and spelling rules within their 
English lessons as well as using these within their own writing.  

At Hartsfield, we follow the progression of knowledge and skills set out by the National Curriculum which 
sets out the statutory content to be introduced and the relevant vocabulary with which the children 
should be familiar.  We teach the Common Exception Words and High Frequency Words spelling for 
Years 1 and 2. Herts Essential Spelling Programme is used in year 3 to 6, to support our teaching of 
spelling rules and the required word lists for each phase.  

Spoken Language 

The National Curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development 
across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the 
development of reading and writing. At Hartsfield we feel spoken language is of much greater 
importance than the National Curriculum gives weighting for. Continuous professional development has 
helped our drive to embed and model inspiring spoken language across the curriculum and create staff 
who are confident to maximise opportunities within their classrooms.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Whole School-Reading Skills Progression  

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Decoding children 
should: 

Identify the taught 
GPCs (the sounds that 
the letters make) 
including some 
digraphs.  
 
Blend the taught 
sounds to read CVC, 
CVCC and CCVC words.  
 
Read some taught 
common exception/ 
high frequency and 
familiar words. 
 
Read sentences made 
up of words with 
taught sounds and 
common exception 
words.  

apply phonic 
knowledge to decode 
words  
 
read aloud phonically-
decodable texts  
 
re-read books to build 
fluency and confidence  
 
read simple sentences 
and understand the 
meaning including 
what a pronoun is 
(extra) speedily  
 
read all 40+ letters 
/groups for 40+ 
phonemes including 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes  
 
read Year 1 common 
exception words 
noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound (identifying 
where they appear)  
 
read polysyllabic words 
containing taught GPCs 
read common suffixes 
(–s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er 
and –est) read 
contractions and 
understand that the 
apostrophe represents 
the omitted letter(s)  
 
read accurately by 
blending taught GPCs 
develop some fluency 
and expression, 

apply phonic decoding 
until automatic and 
reading is fluent  
 
read common suffixes 
(-ed, -ing,-er, -est, -y, -
er, -ment, -ful, -ness, -
less, -ly re-read books 
to build up fluency and 
confidence in word 
reading note 
punctuation to read 
with appropriate 
expression  
 
read accurately by 
blending, including 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes  
 
read Year 2 common 
exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondences  
 
read aloud books 
matched to phonic 
knowledge by 
sounding out 
unfamiliar words 
automatically  
 
read polysyllabic words 
containing above 
graphemes  
 
read most words 
quickly & accurately 
without overt sounding 
and blending 

apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
they meet  
 
read further exception 
words, noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where 
these occur in the 
word 

apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
they meet.  
 
read further exception 
words, noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where 
these occur in the 
word 

apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
that they meet 

apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
that they meet 



 

 

pausing at full stops 
(extra) 

Range of reading 
children should: 

Read sentences made 
up of words with 
taught sounds and 
common exception 
words. (LIT)  
 
Listen to, talk about 
and respond to stories 
(rhymes and songs) 
with actions, relevant 
comments, questions; 
recalling key events 
and innovating. (C&L) 
 
 To use non-fiction 
books to develop new 
knowledge and 
vocabulary. (C&L) 

listen to and discuss a 
wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction 
at a level beyond that 
at which they can read 
independently 

listen to, discuss and 
express views about a 
wide range of 
contemporary and 
classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at 
which they can read 
independently 

listen to and discuss a 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  
 
read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

listen to and discuss a 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  
 
read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

continue to read and 
discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  
 
read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and  
 
read for a range of 
purposes make 
comparisons within 
and across books 

continue to read and 
discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  
 
read books that are 
structured in different 
ways and  
 
read for a range of 
purposes make 
comparisons within 
and across books 

Familiarity with texts 
children should: 

Talk about and 
respond to stories, 
rhymes and poetry; 
recalling, sequencing 
and anticipating key 
events some as exact 
repetition and some in 
their own words. (LIT)  
 
To begin to interpret 
stories, rhymes and 
poetry; making 
suggestions for actions 
and events (images 
and text). (LIT)  
 
To talk about and 
respond with 
questions to non-
fiction books; recalling 
some facts with 
increasing explanation 
and vocabulary in 
response to questions. 
(LIT) 

recognise and join in 
with predictable 
phrases  
 
become very familiar 
with key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional 
tales, retelling them 
and considering their 
particular 
characteristics 

become increasingly 
familiar with and retell 
a wider range of 
stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales  
 
recognise simple 
recurring literary 
language in stories and 
poetry 

increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, 
and retell some of 
these orally  
 
identify themes and 
conventions in a wide 
range of books 

increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, 
and retell some of 
these orally  
 
identify themes and 
conventions in a wide 
range of books 

increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including myths, 
legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from our 
literary heritage, and 
books from other 
cultures and traditions  
 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions in and 
across a wide range of 
writing 

increase their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including myths, 
legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from our 
literary heritage, and 
books from other 
cultures and traditions  
 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions in and 
across a wide range of 
writing 

Poetry and 
performance children 
should: 

To listen and sing 
nursery rhymes and 
songs, recalling whole 
songs and rhymes 

earn to appreciate 
rhymes and poems, 
and to recite some by 
heart 

continue to build up a 
repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, 
appreciate these and 

prepare poems and 
play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding 

prepare poems and 
play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding 

earn a wider range of 
poetry by heart, 
preparing poems and 
plays to read aloud and 

learn a wider range of 
poetry by heart, 
preparing poems and 
plays to read aloud and 



 

 

singing some 
independently and 
performing in groups / 
independently for 
others. (C&L) 

recite some, with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear 

through intonation, 
tone, volume and 
action  
 
recognise some 
different forms of 
poetry 

through intonation, 
tone, volume and 
action  
 
recognise some 
different forms of 
poetry 

to perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience 

to perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience 

Understanding 
children should: 

Understand how to 
listen carefully. (C&L)  
 
Respond to stories 
(rhymes and songs) 
with actions, relevant 
comments, questions; 
recalling key events. 
(LIT)  
 
Talk about elements of 
a topic using newly 
introduced vocabulary 
and extending 
sentences using a 
range of conjunctions 
to offer extra 
explanation and detail. 
(LIT) 

draw on what they 
already know or on 
background 
information and 
vocabulary provided by 
the teacher  
 
be encouraged to link 
what they read or hear 
read to their own 
experiences  
check that the text 
makes sense to them 
as they read and 
correct inaccurate 
reading  
 
answer simple retrieval 
questions about a text 
and find evidence to 
support answers 
(Extra) 

discuss the sequence 
of events in books and 
how items of 
information are related  
 
draw on what they 
already know or on 
background 
information and 
vocabulary provided by 
the teacher  
make links between a 
current book and those 
already read  
 
check that the text 
makes sense to them 
as they read and 
correct inaccurate 
reading 

check that the text 
makes sense to them, 
discuss their 
understanding and 
explain the meaning of 
words in context  
 
ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text  
identify main ideas 
drawn from more than 
one paragraph and 
summarise these  
 
identify morals and 
messages in a story 

check that the text 
makes sense to them, 
discuss their 
understanding and 
explain the meaning of 
words in context  
 
ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text  
identify main ideas 
drawn from more than 
one paragraph and 
summarise these  
 
identify morals and 
messages in a story 

check that the book 
makes sense to them, 
discuss their 
understanding and 
explore the meaning of 
words in context  
 
ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding 
summarise the main 
ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph,  
identifying key details 
to support the main 
ideas 

check that the book 
makes sense to them, 
discuss their 
understanding and 
explore the meaning of 
words in context  
 
ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding 
summarise the main 
ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph,  
identifying key details 
to support the main 
ideas 

Inference children 
should: 

To begin to interpret 
stories, rhymes and 
poetry; making 
suggestions for actions 
and events (images 
and text).(LIT) 

discuss the significance 
of the title and events  
 
make inferences on 
the basis of what is 
being said and done 

make inferences on 
the basis of what is 
being said and done  
 
answer and ask 
questions 

draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions  
 
justify inferences with 
evidence 

draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions  
 
justify inferences with 
evidence 

draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions, and justify 
inferences with 
evidence 

draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions, and justify 
inferences with 
evidence 

Prediction children 
should: 

To talk about and 
respond to stories, 
rhymes and poetry; 
recalling, sequencing 
and anticipating key 
events some as exact 
repetition and some in 
their own words. 

predict what might 
happen on the basis of 
what has been read so 
far 

predict what might 
happen on the basis of 
what has been read so 
far 

predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 

predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 

predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 

predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 

Authorial intent 
children should: 

   discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination  

discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination  

identify how language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contribute to meaning  

identify how language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contribute to meaning  



 

 

 
identify how language, 
structure, and 
presentation 
contribute to meaning 

 
identify how language, 
structure, and 
presentation 
contribute to meaning 

 
discuss and evaluate 
how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language and 
consider the impact on 
the reader 

 
discuss and evaluate 
how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language and 
consider the impact on 
the reader 

Non-fiction children 
should: 

Talk about and 
respond with 
questions to non-
fiction books; recalling 
some facts with 
increasing explanation 
and vocabulary in 
response to questions.  
 
Know and explain 
some differences 
between fiction and 
non-fiction books 

listen to and discuss a 
wide range of non-
fiction at a level 
beyond that at which 
they can read 
independently 

be introduced to non-
fiction books that are 
structured in different 
ways 

retrieve and record 
information from non-
fiction texts 

retrieve and record 
information from non-
fiction texts 

distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion  
 
retrieve, record and 
present information 
from non-fiction texts 

distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion  
 
retrieve, record and 
present information 
from non-fiction texts 

Discussing reading 
children should: 

Talk about and 
respond to stories 
(rhymes and songs) 
with actions, relevant 
comments, questions 
 
Talk about and 
respond to stories, 
rhymes and poetry; 
recalling, sequencing 
and anticipating key 
events some as exact 
repetition and some in 
their own words.  
 
Begin to interpret 
stories, rhymes and 
poetry; making 
suggestions for actions 
and events.  
 
Talk about and 
respond with 
questions to non-
fiction books; recalling 
some facts with 
increasing explanation 
and vocabulary in 
response to questions 

participate in 
discussion about what 
is read to them by 
taking turns and 
listening to what 
others say  
 
explain clearly their 
understanding of what 
is read to them 

participate in 
discussion about 
books, poems & other 
works that are read to 
them & those that they 
can read for 
themselves by taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say  
 
explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
books, poems and 
other material, both 
those that they listen 
to and those that they 
read for themselves 

participate in 
discussion about both 
books that are read to 
them and those they 
can read for 
themselves by taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say 

participate in 
discussion about both 
books that are read to 
them and those they 
can read for 
themselves by taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say 

recommend books that 
they have read to their 
peers and giving 
reasons for their 
choices  
 
participate in 
discussions about 
books, building on 
their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging 
views courteously  
 
explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
what they have read, 
including through 
formal presentations 
and debates  
 
provide reasoned 
justifications for their 
views 

recommend books that 
they have read to their 
peers and giving 
reasons for their 
choices  
 
participate in 
discussions about 
books, building on 
their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging 
views courteously  
 
explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
what they have read, 
including through 
formal presentations 
and debates  
 
provide reasoned 
justifications for their 
views 



 

 

Whole School-Writing Skills Progression  

Key Skills EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Phonic & Whole word 
spelling children 
should: 

Listen to and hear the 
sounds in CVC, CVCC and 
CCVC words. (LIT)  
 
Recall &/identify the 
taught GPCs (the letters 
that represent the sounds) 
(including some digraphs) 
on a grapheme mat and 
use this when writing. (LIT)  
 
Spell some taught 
common exception/ high 
frequency and familiar 
words. (LIT) 

spell words containing 
each of the 40+ 
phonemes taught  
 
spell common 
exception words  
 
spell the days of the 
week  
 
name the letters of the 
alphabet in order  
 
use letter names to 
distinguish between 
alternative spellings of 
the same sound  
 
spell words with simple 
phoneme/grapheme 
correspondence 
accurately e.g. cat, 
dog, red  
 
make phonetically 
plausible attempts at 
writing longer words 
using dominant 
phonemes and 
common grapheme 
representations 

segment spoken words 
into phonemes and 
represent these by 
graphemes, spelling 
many correctly  
 
learn new ways of 
spelling phonemes for 
which 1 or more 
spellings are already 
known, and  
 
learn some words with 
each spelling, including 
a few common 
homophones learn to 
spell common 
exception words  
 
distinguish between 
homophones and near-
homophone 

spell further 
homophones spell 
words that are often 
misspelt (Appendix 1) 

spell further 
homophones spell 
words that are often 
misspelt (Appendix 1) 

spell some words with 
‘silent’ letters  
 
continue to distinguish 
between homophones 
and other words which 
are often confused  
 
use knowledge of 
morphology and 
etymology in spelling 
and understand that 
the spelling of some 
words needs to be 
learnt specifically, as 
listed in Appendix 1 

spell some words with 
‘silent’ letters  
 
continue to distinguish 
between homophones 
and other words which 
are often confused  
 
use knowledge of 
morphology and 
etymology in spelling 
and understand that 
the spelling of some 
words needs to be 
learnt specifically, as 
listed in Appendix 1 

Other word building 
spelling children 
should: 

 Other word building 
spelling-use the 
spelling rule for adding 
–s or –es as the plural 
marker for nouns and 
the third person 
singular marker for 
verbs  
 
use the prefix un–  
 
use –ing, –ed, –er and 
–est where no change 

earning the possessive 
apostrophe (singular)  
 
learn to spell more 
words with contracted 
forms  
 
add suffixes to spell 
longer words, including 
–ment, –ness, –ful, –
less, –ly  
 

use further prefixes 
and suffixes and 
understand how to add 
them  
 
place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately 
in words with regular 
plurals and in words 
with irregular plurals  
 
use the first 2 or 3 
letters of a word to 

use further prefixes 
and suffixes and 
understand how to add 
them  
 
place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately 
in words with regular 
plurals and in words 
with irregular plurals  
 
use the first 2 or 3 
letters of a word to 

use further prefixes 
and suffixes and 
understand how to add 
them  
 
place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately 
in words with regular 
plurals and in words 
with irregular plurals  
 
use the first 2 or 3 
letters of a word to 

use further prefixes 
and suffixes and 
understand how to add 
them  
 
place the possessive 
apostrophe accurately 
in words with regular 
plurals and in words 
with irregular plurals  
 
use the first 2 or 3 
letters of a word to 



 

 

is needed in the 
spelling of root words  
 
apply simple spelling 
rules and guidance 
from Appendix 1 

show awareness of 
silent letters in spelling 
e.g. knight, write  
 
use –le ending as the 
most common spelling 
for this sound at the 
end of words  
 
apply spelling rules and 
guidelines from 
Appendix 1 

check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

Transcription children 
should: 

 write from memory 
simple sentences 
dictated by the teacher 
that include words 
using the GPCs and 
common exception 
words taught so far 

write from memory 
simple sentences 
dictated by the teacher 
that include words 
using the GPCs, 
common exception 
words and punctuation 
taught so far. 

write from memory 
simple sentences, 
dictated by the 
teacher, that include 
words and punctuation 
taught so far. 

write from memory 
simple sentences, 
dictated by the 
teacher, that include 
words and punctuation 
taught so far. 

  

Handwriting children 
should: 

Develop their fine motor 
skills so that they can use a 
range of tools 
competently, safely and 
confidently (PD)  
 
Develop the foundations 
of a handwriting style 
which is fast, accurate and 
efficient (PD) 
 
Form lower-case and 
capital letters correctly. 
(LIT)  
 
Know how to write the 
taught letters (LIT) 

sit correctly at a table, 
holding a pencil 
comfortably and 
correctly  
 
begin to form lower-
case letters in the 
correct direction, 
starting and finishing in 
the right place  
 
form capital letters 
 
form digits 0-9  
 
understand which 
letters belong to which 
handwriting ‘families’ 
and to practise these  
 
Produce recognisable 
letters and words to 
convey meaning  
 
another person can 
read writing with some 
mediation 

form lower-case letters 
of the correct size 
relative to one another  
 
start using some of the 
diagonal and 
horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters 
and understand which 
letters, when adjacent 
to one another, are 
best left unjoined 
 
write capital letters 
and digits of the 
correct size, 
orientation and 
relationship to one 
another and to lower-
case letters  
 
use spacing between 
words that reflects the 
size of the letters. 

use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes that 
are needed to join 
letters and understand 
which letters, when 
adjacent to one 
another, are best left 
unjoined  
 
increase the legibility, 
consistency and quality 
of their handwriting 

use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes that 
are needed to join 
letters and understand 
which letters, when 
adjacent to one 
another, are best left 
unjoined  
 
increase the legibility, 
consistency and quality 
of their handwriting 

choose which shape of 
a letter to use when 
given choices and 
deciding whether or 
not to join specific 
letters  
 
choose the writing 
implement that is best 
suited for a task 

choose which shape of 
a letter to use when 
given choices and 
deciding whether or 
not to join specific 
letters  
 
choose the writing 
implement that is best 
suited for a task 

Contexts for Writing 
children should: 

Child initiated writing (in 
role, and for purpose)  

write narratives about 
personal experiences 

write narratives about 
personal experiences 

discuss writing similar 
to that which they are 

discuss writing similar 
to that which they are 

identify the audience 
for and purpose of the 

identify the audience 
for and purpose of the 



 

 

 
write narratives about 
personal experiences and 
those of others (real and 
fictional)  
 
write about real events  
 
write poetry  
 
write for different 
purposes 

and those of others 
(real and fictional)  
 
write about real events  
 
write poetry  
 
write for different 
purposes 

and those of others 
(real and fictional)  
 
write about real events  
 
write poetry  
 
write for different 
purposes 

planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and 
using other similar 
writing as models for 
their own  
 
in writing narratives, 
consider how authors 
have developed 
characters and settings 
in what pupils have 
read, listened to or 
seen performed 

writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and 
using other similar 
writing as models for 
their own  
 
in writing narratives, 
consider how authors 
have developed 
characters and settings 
in what pupils have 
read, listened to or 
seen performed 

Planning Writing 
children should: 

Think of, say and write a 
simple sentence, 
sometimes using a capital 
letter and full stop. (LIT)  
 
Talk about and respond to 
stories (rhymes and songs) 
with actions, recalling key 
events and innovating 
(alternate aspect). e.g 
character, settings, object. 
(C&L)  
 
Talk about elements of a 
topic using newly 
introduced vocabulary and 
extending sentences using 
a range of conjunctions to 
offer extra explanation 
and detail with correct 
tenses. (C&L) 

say out loud what they 
are going to write 
about  
 
compose a sentence 
orally before writing it 

plan or say out loud 
what they are going to 
write about 

discuss and record 
ideas  
 
compose and rehearse 
sentences orally 
(including dialogue), 
progressively building 
a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

discuss and record 
ideas  
 
compose and rehearse 
sentences orally 
(including dialogue), 
progressively building 
a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

note and develop 
initial ideas, drawing 
on reading and 
research where 
necessary 

note and develop 
initial ideas, drawing 
on reading and 
research where 
necessary 

Drafting Writing 
children should: 

To check written work by 
reading and make changes 
where necessary.(LIT) 

re-read what they have 
written to check that it 
makes sense  
 
discuss what they have 
written with the 
teacher or other pupils 

evaluate their writing 
with the teacher and 
other pupils  
 
re-read to check that 
their writing makes 
sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used 
correctly and 
consistently, including 
verbs in the continuous 
form 
 
proofread to check for 
errors in spelling, 

assess the 
effectiveness of their 
own and others’ 
writing and suggest 
improvements  
 
propose changes to 
grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including 
the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences  
 
proofread for spelling 
and punctuation errors 

assess the 
effectiveness of their 
own and others’ 
writing and suggest 
improvements  
 
propose changes to 
grammar and 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including 
the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences  
 
proofread for spelling 
and punctuation errors 

assess the 
effectiveness of their 
own and others’ 
writing propose 
changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and 
punctuation to 
enhance effects and 
clarify meaning 
 
ensure the consistent 
and correct use of 
tense throughout a 
piece of writing  
 

assess the 
effectiveness of their 
own and others’ 
writing propose 
changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and 
punctuation to 
enhance effects and 
clarify meaning 
 
ensure the consistent 
and correct use of 
tense throughout a 
piece of writing  
 



 

 

grammar and 
punctuation 

ensure correct subject 
and verb agreement 
when using singular 
and plural, 
distinguishing between 
the language of speech 
and writing and 
choosing the 
appropriate register  
 
proofread for spelling 
and punctuation errors 

ensure correct subject 
and verb agreement 
when using singular 
and plural, 
distinguishing between 
the language of speech 
and writing and 
choosing the 
appropriate register  
 
proofread for spelling 
and punctuation errors 

Performing Writing 
children should: 

Think of, say and write a 
simple sentence, 
sometimes using a capital 
letter and full stop. 

read their writing 
aloud clearly enough 
to be heard by their 
peers and the teacher 

read aloud what they 
have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear 

read their own writing 
aloud, to a group or 
the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation 
and controlling the 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear 

read their own writing 
aloud, to a group or 
the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation 
and controlling the 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear 

perform their own 
compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, 
volume, and 
movement so that 
meaning is clear. 

perform their own 
compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, 
volume, and 
movement so that 
meaning is clear. 

Vocabulary children 
should: 

Talk about and respond to 
stories (rhymes and songs) 
with actions, recalling key 
events and innovating 
(alternate aspect). (C&L)  
 
Talk about elements of a 
topic using newly 
introduced vocabulary and 
extending sentences using 
a range of conjunctions to 
offer extra explanation 
and detail with correct 
tenses. (C&L) 

leave spaces between 
words  
 
join words and joining 
clauses using "and"  
 
Use familiar adjectives 
to add detail e.g. red 
apple, bad wolf 

use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify  
 
attempt some varied 
vocab and use some 
varied sentence 
openings e.g. time 
connectives 

extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, 
although  
 
choose nouns or 
pronouns 
appropriately for 
clarity and cohesion 
and to avoid repetition 

extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, 
although  
 
choose nouns or 
pronouns 
appropriately for 
clarity and cohesion 
and to avoid repetition 

use a thesaurus  
 
use expanded noun 
phrases to convey 
complicated 
information concisely  
 
use modal verbs or 
adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

use a thesaurus  
 
use expanded noun 
phrases to convey 
complicated 
information concisely  
 
use modal verbs or 
adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

Grammar children 
should: 

To make writing exciting 
using wow words 
(adjectives). (LIT)  
 
To begin to know 
sentences can be 
extended using a joining 
word (conjunction) (LIT) 

use regular plural noun 
suffixes (-s, -es)  
 
use verb suffixes 
where root word is 
unchanged (-ing, -ed, -
er)  
 
use the un- prefix to 
change meaning of 
adjectives/adverbs  
 
combine words to 
make sentences, 
including using and 

use coordination (using 
or, and, or but)  
 
use commas in lists 
 
 use sentences with 
different forms: 
statement, question, 
exclamation, command  
 
use subordination 
(using when, if, that, or 
because)  
 

use the present perfect 
form of verbs in 
contrast to the past 
tense  
 
form nouns using 
prefixes  
 
use the correct form of 
'a' or 'an' use word 
families based on 
common words (solve, 
solution, dissolve, 
insoluble)  
 

use the present perfect 
form of verbs in 
contrast to the past 
tense  
 
form nouns using 
prefixes  
 
use the correct form of 
'a' or 'an' use word 
families based on 
common words (solve, 
solution, dissolve, 
insoluble)  
 

use the perfect form of 
verbs to mark 
relationships of time 
and cause  
 
use relative clauses 
beginning with who, 
which, where, when, 
whose, that or with an 
implied (ie omitted) 
relative pronoun  
 
convert nouns or 
adjectives into verbs  
 

recognise vocabulary 
and structures that are 
appropriate for formal 
speech and writing, 
including subjunctive 
forms  
 
use passive verbs to 
affect the presentation 
of information in a 
sentence  
 
use the perfect form of 
verbs to mark 



 

 

sequence sentences to 
form short narratives  
 
separate of words with 
spaces  
 
use sentence 
demarcation (. ! ?)  
 
use capital letters for 
names and pronoun 'I') 

use apostrophes for 
omission & singular 
possession  
 
use the present and 
past tenses correctly 
and consistently 
including the 
progressive form use 
extended simple 
sentences e.g. 
including adverbs and 
adjectives to add 
interest  
 
use some features of 
written Standard 
English  
 
Learn how to use 
selected grammar for 
Year 2  
 
Use and understand 
grammatical 
terminology when 
discussing writing 

use fronted adverbials 
use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause  
 
learn, use and 
understand the 
grammatical 
terminology in English 
Appendix 2 accurately 
and appropriately 
when discussing their 
writing and reading. 

use a wide range of 
fronted adverbials 
correctly punctuated  
 
use a wide range of 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and 
cause.  
 
learn, use and 
understand the 
grammatical 
terminology in English 
Appendix 2 accurately 
and appropriately 
when discussing their 
writing and reading 

use verb prefixes  
 
use devices to build 
cohesion, including 
adverbials of time, 
place and number 

relationships of time 
and cause  
 
understand and use 
differences in informal 
and formal language 
understand synonyms 
& Antonyms  
 
use further cohesive 
devices such as 
grammatical 
connections and 
adverbials use of 
ellipsis 

Punctuation children 
should: 

Think of, say and write a 
simple sentence, 
sometimes using a capital 
letter and full stop. (LIT) 

begin to punctuate 
sentences using a 
capital letter and a full 
stop, question mark or 
exclamation mark  
 
use a capital letter for 
names of people, 
places, the days of the 
week, and the personal 
pronoun ‘I’ 

develop understanding 
by learning how to use 
familiar and new 
punctuation correctly:  
full stops and capital 
letters and question 
marks use sentence 
demarcation CL . ? 
Exclamation marks and 
commas in a list 
Apostrophes for 
contracted form and 
for possession 

use commas after 
fronted adverbials  
 
indicate possession by 
using the possessive 
apostrophe with 
singular and plural 
nouns  
 
use and punctuate 
direct speech 
(including punctuation 
within and surrounding 
inverted commas) 

use commas after 
fronted adverbials  
 
indicate possession by 
using the possessive 
apostrophe with 
singular and plural 
nouns  
 
use and punctuate 
direct speech 
(including and 
surrounding inverted 
commas) punctuation 
within 

use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid 
ambiguity in writing  
 
use brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate 
parenthesis 

use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity  
 
use semicolons, colons 
or dashes to mark 
boundaries between 
independent clauses  
 
use a colon to 
introduce a list 
punctuating bullet 
points consistently 

Grammatical 
Terminology children 
should: 

letter capital letter word 
sentence  
full stop 

Letter 
capital letter word 
singular plural 
sentence punctuation 
full stop question mark 
exclamation mark 

noun  
noun phrase statement  
question  
exclamation command  
compound  
adjective  
verb suffix  

adverb  
preposition 
conjunction  
word family  
prefix  
clause  

determiner pronoun 
possessive pronoun 
adverbial 

modal verb relative 
pronoun  
relative clause 
parenthesis bracket 
dash  
cohesion  
ambiguity 

subject  
object  
active  
passive  
synonym  
antonym  
ellipsis  



 

 

adverb tense (past, 
present)  
apostrophe  
comma 

subordinate clause 
direct speech 
consonant  
consonant letter  
vowel  
vowel letter  
inverted commas (or 
‘speech marks’) 

hyphen  
colon semi-colon bullet 
points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EYFS- Learning Objectives and Knowledge Overview 

 Autumn term  
 

Spring term Summer term 

Main Topic • Do you want to be my 
friend? 

• Let’s Celebrate! 

• Will you read me a story? 

• Are we there yet? 

• All Creatures Great and 
Small 

• Transitions 

Key Texts • Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears  

• The Colour Monster 

• Ruby’s Worry 

• Owl Babies 

• Kippers Birthday 

• Rama and Sita Diwali story 

• Kippers Birthday 

• The Nativity Story 

• The Gingerbread Man 

• Cinderella  

• The Three Little Pigs 

• The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff 

• The Chinese New Year 
Zodiac Story 

• Man on the Moon 

• Supertato  

• The Gruffalo 

• Handa’s Surprise 

• Tinga Tinga Tales 

• What the Ladybird 
Heard 

• Farmer Duck 

• The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

• What the Ladybird 
heard on Holiday 

• Jack and the Beanstalk 

Visits/Walks • Signs of Autumn walk 

• Visit from fire brigade 

• Signs of winter Walk 
 

• Library Visit  

• Signs of Spring walk 

• Local trip (walking 
distance) 

• Signs of Summer Walk 

• School Trip 
 

Weekly Topics • Settling in 

• Fulltime 

• Baseline 

• Autumn and Harvest 

• Spooky Things 

• Diwali Fireworks 

• Potions 

• Friends 

• Light and Dark 

• Christmas 

• Panto Week 

• Our Performance 

• Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 

• The Three Little Pigs 

• The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff 

• Chinese New Year 

• The Gingerbread man 

• The Gruffalo 

• Space 

• Supertato 

• Superheros 

• Easter 

• Seasons 

• Elmer 

• Handa’s Surprise 

• Going to the Library 

• Herrings Green 

• The Queen’s Jubilee 

• Father’s Day 

• Sport’s Week 

•  

 



 

 

CL 
Communication and Language. 

 

Listening and attention skills. 
Asking for help if needed.  
Talking about myself/ own 
experiences and past events 
 
Following simple instructions 
 
Developing a wider vocabulary. 
 
 

• Understand how to listen 

carefully and why listening is 

important. 

• Develop social phrases. 

• Engage in story times. 

• Listening carefully to and 

learning rhymes and songs, 

paying attention to how they 

sound. 

• Learn new vocabulary and use 
it throughout the day. 

 
 

Developing narrative adding 
detail and new vocabulary, 
consider the listener 
 
Developing confidence in 
speaking, asking and answering 
questions 
 
Follow more complex set of 
instructions 
 

• Listen to and talk about 

stories to build familiarity 

and understanding. 

• Ask questions to find out 

more 

• Articulate their ideas and 

thoughts in well-formed 

sentences. 

• Describe events in some 

detail 

• Learn new vocabulary and 

use it throughout the day. 

 

Take on roles with specific 
vocabulary 
 
Expanding vocabulary and 
using this effectively  
 
Continue to develop 
confidence in speaking 
 
Give and follow instructions. 
 

• Engage in non-fiction 

books. 

• Listen to and talk about 

selected non-fiction to 

develop a deep familiarity 

with new knowledge and 

vocabulary.  

• Use talk to help work out 

problems and organise 

thinking and activities and 

to explain how things work 

and why they might 

happen.  

• Use new vocabulary in 

different contexts. 

• Connect one idea or action 

to another using a range of 

connectives. 

 

 



 

 

L 
Literacy. 

Daily Phonics sessions – letter 
recognition, oral blending and 
segmenting. 
 
Introducing books to share at 
home, language of books and 
repetitive phrases. 
 
Fiction texts 
 
Mark making – exploring reasons 
for writing beginning to apply 
phonics 
 
Shared reading and writing 
 

• Beginning to learn the sounds 

and letters that represent 

these. 

• To read simple words using 

sounds we have been learning. 

• Encouraging children to 

explore mark making, including 

writing their name and labels 

etc.  

 
 

Daily Phonics sessions – digraphs 
and trigraphs, writing and 
reading by segmenting and 
blending 
 
Guided Reading sessions – 
reading by blending applying 
phonic knowledge and 
hfw/tricky words 
 
Introducing non-fiction books 
and specific vocabulary. Using to 
retrieve information 
 
Develop writing skills – applying 
phonic knowledge, breaking flow 
of speech into words. 
 

• Continue to learn the phonic 

sounds and letters that 

represent these. 

• Read simple words/captions 

using sounds we have been 

learning. 

• Recognise and read all phase 

2 and 3 tricky words 

• Encourage children to 

explore writing using their 

phonic knowledge.  

 

Daily Phonics sessions – 
digraphs and trigraphs, writing 
and reading by segmenting and 
blending 
Guided Reading sessions – 
reading by blending applying 
phonic knowledge and 
hfw/tricky words 
Continue to develop writing 
skills- captions and labels, 
questions and messages. 
applying phonic knowledge 
 

• Read simple phrases and 

sentences made up of 

words with known letter/ 

sound correspondences 

and where necessary a few 

exception words.  

• Read some letter groups 

that each represent one 

sound and say sounds for 

them.  

• Spell words by identifying 

the sounds and then 

writing the sound with 

letter/ s. 

• Write short sentences with 

words with known sound 

to letter correspondences 

using a capital letter and 

full stop. Reread what has 

been written to check that 

it makes sense.  

 



 

 

Year 1 English- Learning Objectives and Knowledge Overview 

Learning Objectives 

Spoken Language  
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge  
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary  
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings  
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments  
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas  
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates  
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others  
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 
 
Reading: Word Reading  
• apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words  
• respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes  
• read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught  
• read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word  
• read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings  
• read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs  
• read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)  
• read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out 
words  
• re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 
  
 



 

 

Reading: Comprehension  
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding:  
• listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently  
• being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences  
• becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics  
• recognising and joining in with predictable phrases  
• learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart  
• discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  
• drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  
• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading  
• discussing the significance of the title and events  
• making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  
• predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  
• participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say  
• explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.  
Writing: Transcription:  
• words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught  
• common exception words  
• the days of the week Name the letters of the alphabet:  
• naming the letters of the alphabet in order  
• using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound 
• Add prefixes and suffixes:  
• using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs  
• using the prefix un–  
• using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest]  
• apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1  
• write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far. 
 Writing: Handwriting  
• sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly  
• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place  
• form capital letters  
• form digits 0-9  
• understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these.  
Writing: Composition:  
• saying out loud what they are going to write about  



 

 

 

Year 1 - Termly Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Spring Summer 

See weekly/daily plans for detail; 
 
Reading 
Daily individual, group and whole class reading 
•The Family Book - Todd Parr 
and Nathan Reed 
•Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Browne 
•The Rainbow Fish – Marcus Pfister 
•Peace at Last – Jill Murphy 
•After the Storm – Nick Butterworth 
•The Smartest Giant – Julia Donaldson 
•Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
•Elmer – David McKee 
•On a Magical Do Nothing Day – Beatrice 
Alemagne 
•Old Bear – Jane Hissey 
•Knuffle Bunny – Mo Willems 
•Bog Baby – Jeanne Willis 

See weekly/daily plans for detail; 
 
Reading 
Daily individual, group and whole class reading, 
including:  
•George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl  
•The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas  
•The Lion Inside by Rachel Bright and Jim Field  
•We’re All Wonders by R.J. Palacio  
•Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae  
•Dear Greenpeace by Simon James  
•The Storm Whale by Benji Davies  
•The Dot by Peter H.  
•Reynolds The Bear and the Piano by David 
Litchfield  
 
Phonics and Spelling  
•Phase 5, daily phonics lessons.  

See weekly/daily plans for detail; 
 
Reading 
Daily individual, group and whole class reading, 
including: 
•The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. 
Lewis 
•Max the Brave by Ed Vere 
•The Day Louis Got Eaten by John Fardell 
•Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers 
•There’s a Tiger in the Garden by Lizzy Stewart 
•Look Up! by Nathan Bryon 
•The Toymaker by Martin Waddell 
•The Night Gardener by The Fan Brothers 
•Leon and the Place Between by Angela 
Mcallister and Grahame Baker-Smith 
•Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo 
•Sophie’s Snail by Dick King-Smith 

• composing a sentence orally before writing it  
• sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
• re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense  
• discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils  
• read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.  
Writing: Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation 
 Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by:  
• leaving spaces between words  
• joining words and joining clauses using and  
• beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark  
• using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’  
• learning the grammar for year 1 in English Appendix 2  
• use the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing 



 

 

•Stick Man – Julia Donaldson 
•The Snowman – Raymond Briggs 
•The Nutcracker – E.T.A.Hoffman 
•Christmas picture books 
 
Phonics and Spelling  
•Phase 4 and 5, daily phonics lessons.  
•Daily handwriting teaching and practise 
 
Writing inspired by: 
•Incredible You - Rhys Brisenden 
•Grandad’s Island by Benji Davies  
•Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Pena  
•On Sudden Hill – Linda Sarah and Benji Davies 
•Perfectly Norman – Tom Percival 
•Jack and the Jelly Beanstalk – Rachael Mortimer 
•I Wanna Iguana – Karen Kaufmann Orloff 
•Penguins – Anne Schreiber 
•Firework Night by Andrew Collett  
•Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison  
and Nathan Reed 
•The Family Book by Todd Parr  
•Oi Frog/Oi Dog by Kes Gray and Jim Field Harvey 
Slumfenburger’s  
•Christmas Present by John Burningham  
•The Christmas Story 

•Daily handwriting teaching and practise 
 
Writing inspired by: 
•Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak  
•If Sharks Disappeared by Lily Williams  
•Little Red Riding Hood by Lari Don  
•The Train Ride by June Crebbin On Safari!  
•The Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers 

•The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 
 
Phonics and Spelling 
Phase 5, daily phonics lessons. 
•Daily handwriting teaching and practise 
 
Writing, inspired by: 
 •Travel Journals 
•Wombat Goes Walkabout by Michael 
Morpurgo 
•Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi 
•Bold Women in Black History by Vashti 
Harrison 
Song of the Sea a film 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 1 Reading- Progression and Assessment  

Year 1 Working Towards the expected standard 

• To apply phonic knowledge to decode regular words.  

• To apply phonic knowledge to attempt to read some common irregular words.  

• To respond with increasing confidence and accuracy, giving the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for some of the 40+ 
phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes.  

• To read and understand simple sentences.  

• To demonstrate a pleasure in reading and a motivation to read.  

• To listen whilst others read to them and show understanding.  

• To simply retell familiar stories.  

• To recognize and join in with predictable phrases in a text.  

• To check that a text makes sense to them as they read and begin to self-correct.  

• To join in discussions about a text. 
 

Year 1 Working at the expected standard 
 The pupil can:  

• read accurately many words of two or more syllables containing graphemes taught so far1 for all of the 40+ phonemes  

• read most words containing common Year 1 suffixes*  

• read most Year 1 common exception words* In age-appropriate1 books, the pupil can:  

• read most words accurately without frequent overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their understanding 
rather than on decoding individual words  

• sound out most unfamiliar words accurately in a book they can already read fluently, the pupil can:  

• check that it makes sense to them, correcting most inaccurate reading  

• answer questions and make some inferences  

• join in discussions about what has happened so far in what they have read 
 

Year 1 Working at a Greater Depth 

• To read texts that are more complex and beyond their chronological age.  

• To read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPC’s.  

• To read unfamiliar words by applying their knowledge of alternative graphemes for phonemes.  



 

 

• To read words with contractions (for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll) and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s).  

• To start to work on the Year 2 programme of study for word reading.  

• To continually demonstrate a pleasure in reading and a motivation to read.  

• To discuss their reading preferences including favourite authors and genres.  

• To retell familiar stories in much detail and consider their particular characteristics.  

• To clearly explain their understanding of both the texts they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to.  

• To check that a text makes sense to them as they read and to self correct.  

• To make sensible predictions supported by evidence.  

• To make inferences based on what is being said and done.  

• To use age appropriate non-fiction texts to extract information.  

• To contribute confidently in discussions about a text, take turns and listen to what others say 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 1 Writing- Progression and Assessment  

Year 1 Working Towards the expected standard 
The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:  

• say out loud what they are going to write about  

• write a single sentence demarcated with capital letters and full stops  

• segment many spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes  

• spell some common exception words*  

• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place  

• recognise where spaces between words have been missed 
 

Year 1 Working at the expected standard 
 The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:  

• read own writing aloud clearly for others to hear and discuss  

• orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form short narratives  

• join words and clauses with the conjunction ‘and’  

• use past, present and future accurately in speech and begin to incorporate these in their writing  

• demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark 

 • spell some Y1 common exception words* and the days of the week  

• segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many words in a phonically-plausible way  

• form many letters and digits correctly, with some difference between upper and lower-case letters  

• use spaces between words. 
 

Year 1 Working at a Greater depth 
The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:  

• begin to write effectively and coherently for different purposes 

• join words and clauses with a variety of commonly used conjunctions (e.g. and, but, because)  

• use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly  

• spell most Y1 common exception words accurately and make phonically-plausible attempts at spelling unfamiliar words  

• form most letters correctly. 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 2 English- Learning Objectives and Knowledge Overview 

Learning Objectives 

Spoken Language  
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge  
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary  
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings  
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments  
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas  
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates  
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others  
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 
Reading: Word Reading  
Pupils should be taught to:  
•continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent  
• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes  
•read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above  
•read words containing common suffixes  
•read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word  
•read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they have been frequently encountered  
•read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue 
hesitation  
•re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 
Reading: Comprehension  
Pupils should be taught to:  
•develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:  
• listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 
which they can read independently  
•discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related  
• becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales  
• being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways  



 

 

• recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  
•discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary  
•discussing their favourite words and phrases  
•continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear  
•understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by:  
•drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  
•checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading  
•making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  
•answering and asking questions  
•predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  
•participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and 
listening to what others say  
•explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves. 
Writing: Transcription:  
Spelling (see English Appendix 1) Pupils should be taught to: spell by: 
•segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly  
•learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few 
common homophones  
•learning to spell common exception words  
•learning to spell more words with contracted forms  
•learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book]  
•distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones  
•add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly31 English – key stages 1 and 2 20 Statutory requirements  
•apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1  
•write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far. 
Writing: Handwriting  
Handwriting Pupils should be taught to:  
•form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  
•start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 
unjoined  
•write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters  
•use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 
Writing: Composition:  
Pupils should be taught to:  
•develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:  



 

 

•writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional)  
•writing about real events  
• writing poetry  
•writing for different purposes  
•consider what they are going to write before beginning by:  
•planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about  
•writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary  
•encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence  
•make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:  
•evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils  
•re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous 
form  
•proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
•read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
Writing: Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
Pupils should be taught to:  
•develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by:  
•learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly (see English Appendix 2), including full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question 
marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular)  
•learn how to use:  
•sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command  
•expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly]  
•the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form  
•subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but)  
•the grammar for year 2 in English Appendix 2  
•some features of written Standard English  
•use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 2 – Termly Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Spring Summer 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing inspired by: 
•Sally and the Limpet – Simon James 
•Narrative - Little Red Riding Hood by Lucy Rowland 
•Narrative - My Christmas Star by the BBC 
•Stardust by Jeanne Willis 
•Grandad’s Island 

• Write simple information texts incorporating 
labelled pictures and diagrams.  

• Spelling, punctuation and vocabulary in line with 
Year 2 expectations.  

• Editing and presenting work.  

• Increasing vocabulary  

• Independent writing and editing  
•Writing with stamina 
•Writing their own versions of through their own 
work and making improvements and editing.  
•Using the spelling rules and knowledge learnt in 
phonics and spelling lessons to spell and to correct 
words. 
 
Guided Reading and Comprehension 
Reading—Daily individual, group and whole  
class reading, including: 
•Burglar Bill 
•Cops and Robbers 
•Patrick 
•Mr Magnolia 
•Amazing Grace 
•Emily Brown and the Thing 
•Meerkat Mail 
Gorilla 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing inspired by: 
•Dragon stories and passages of text. 
•Poetry: Portrait of a Dragon 
If I were an Artist 
•Narrative – George and the Dragon by 
Christopher Wormell 
•The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark  - Jill 
Thomlinson 
Information Texts and Historical Fiction  

• The Great Fire of London (non-fiction).  

• Vlad and the Great Fire of London  

• Writing a diary from the point of view of a rat.  

• Write simple information texts incorporating 
labelled pictures and diagrams.  

• Spelling, punctuation and vocabulary in line 
with Year 2 expectations.  

• Editing and presenting work.  

• Increasing vocabulary  

• Investigating fears  

• Independent writing and editing  
•Writing with stamina 
•Writing their own versions of through their own 
work and making improvements and editing.  
•Using the spelling rules and knowledge learnt in 
phonics and spelling lessons to spell and to 
correct words. 
 
Guided Reading and Comprehension 
Reading—Daily individual, group and whole  
class reading, including: 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing inspired by: 
•Big Cats – non chronological report writing 
•Desk Diddler – Poetry 
•A Crow’s Tale - Naomi Howarth 
•The Building Boy - Ross Montgomery & David  
Litchfield 
•Pirates 
•The Day the Crayons Quit - Drew Darwell 
•SATs Preparation 

• Write simple information texts incorporating 
labelled pictures and diagrams.  

• Spelling, punctuation and vocabulary in line 
with Year 2 expectations.  

• Editing and presenting work.  

• Increasing vocabulary  

• Independent writing and editing  
•Writing with stamina 
•Writing their own versions of through their 
own work and making improvements and 
editing.  
•Using the spelling rules and knowledge learnt 
in phonics and spelling lessons to spell and to 
correct words. 
 
Guided Reading and Comprehension 
Reading—Daily individual, group and whole  
class reading, including: 

• The Giraffe, The Pelly and Me by Roald Dahl 

• The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl 

• Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald  
Dahl 



 

 

•The Flower 
•Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf 
•The Enormous Turnip 
•Mathilda by Roald Dahl  
•Pinocchio by Michael Morpurgo  
•Flat Stanley 
 
Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and Handwriting 

•Year 2 daily spelling lessons.  

• Spelling, punctuation and vocabulary in line with 
Year 2 expectations. 

•Various dragon stories, poetry and information 
books about dragons and the myths surrounding 
dragons.  
•The Enormous Crocodile – Roald Dahl 
•The Giraffe, The Pelly and Me – Roald Dahl 
The Solar System (non-fiction) 
•Penguin Loves Dragon 
 
Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 
Handwriting 

•Year 2 daily spelling lessons.  

• Spelling, punctuation and vocabulary in line 
with Year 2 expectations. 

• Charlotte’s Web by E.B White 
 
Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 
Handwriting 

•Year 2 daily spelling lessons.  

• Spelling, punctuation and vocabulary in line 
with Year 2 expectations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 2 Reading- Progression and Assessment  

Year 2 Working Towards the expected standard  
The pupil can:  
• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the common graphemes for all 40+ phonemes 
• read accurately some words of two or more syllables that contain the same grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) 
• read many common exception words  
In a book closely matched to the GPCs as above, the pupil can:  
• read aloud many words quickly and accurately without overt sounding and blending  
• sound out many unfamiliar words accurately 
In a familiar book that is read to them, the pupil can:  
• answer questions in discussion with the teacher and make simple inference 

 

Year 2 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• read accurately most words of two or more syllables  

• read most words containing common suffixes*  

• read most common exception words* In age-appropriate1 books, the pupil can:  

• read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their understanding rather than on 
decoding individual words2  

• sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation In a book they can already read fluently, the pupil can:  

• check that it makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading  

• answer questions and make some inferences  

• explain what has happened so far in what they have read 
 

Year 2 Working at a Greater Depth 
The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently: 
• make inferences  
• make a plausible prediction about what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  
• make links between the book they are reading and other books they have rea 

 



 

 

Year 2 Writing- Progression and Assessment  

Year 2 Working Towards the expected standard  
The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:  

• write sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative (real or fictional)  

• demarcate some sentences with capital letters and full stops  

• segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling some words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at 
others  

• spell some common exception words 

• form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place  

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in some of their writing  

• use spacing between words. 
 

Year 2 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher,  

• write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real or fictional)  

• write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 

• demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use question marks correctly when required  

• use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently  

• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses  

• segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible 
attempts at others  

• spell many common exception words* 

• form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters  

• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 
Year 2 Working at a Greater depth 
The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:  
• write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing  
• make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing  
• use the punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly^  
• spell most common exception words*  
• add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, – less, –ly)*  
• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Year 3 English- Learning Objectives and Knowledge Overview 
Years 3 & 4 - Learning Objectives  

Spoken Language 

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Reading: Word Reading 

• apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new words they meet 

• read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

Reading: Comprehension 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

• preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

• recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 

Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 

• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 



 

 

• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

• identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

• participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

Writing: Transcription 

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1) 

• spell further homophones• spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1) 

• place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 

children’s] 

• use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

• write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

Writing: Handwriting 

• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left not 

joined 

• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the down-strokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

Writing: Composition 

Plan their writing by: 

• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

• discussing and recording ideas 

Draft & write by: 

• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 

structures (English Appendix 2) 

• organising paragraphs around a theme 

• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

• in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings 

Evaluate & edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements 

• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 



 

 

• read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is 

clear. 

 Writing: Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation 

Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

• extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

• using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

• choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

• using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

• using fronted adverbials 

• learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2Indicate grammatical and other features by: 

• using commas after fronted adverbials 

• indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

• using and punctuating direct speech 

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 3 – Termly Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Spring Summer 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 

 

Writing 

Instructions:  

• Explore features of instructions and independent 

writing of a set of directions based on: 

• How to trap a dragon – Pie Corbett 

• Instructions by Neil Gaiman 

• Cook books 

Fables:  

• Explore the features of fables and write our own.   

• Aesop’s Hare and Tortoise  

• The Ant and the Grasshopper 

• The Lion and the Mouse  

•War and Peas – Michael Foreman 

Poetry JC:  

•Read, write and perform free verse 

•Autumn Poetry is Here – Write Stuff 

Alternative Traditional Tales JC 

•The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs. 

•Honestly, Little Red Riding Hood was Rotten. 

•Alternative Traditional Tales Play scripts: 

•The Twits – by Roald Dahl 

Persuasive Writing 

• Variety of letters 

• Range of Christmas adverts 

 

Guided reading texts: 

•The Twits Roald Dahl  

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 

 

Writing 

Poetry:  

Structure of: 

•Haiku 

•Tanka 

•Kennings.  

•Animal poems. 

•Vocabulary building 

Explanation Texts JC: 

•Exploring the features and creating our own. 

•Range of online texts. 

•The Street Beneath my Feet 

•The Sky Above Our Heads 

Recounts/Diary 

•Exploring the features and creating our own. 

•Range of online texts. 

•Diary of a Killer Cat – Anne Fine 

•Diary of a Lively Labrador 

Adventure Stories 

• Harry Potter 

• The Tunnel – Anthony Browne 

 

Guided Reading: 

•Harry Potter 

•Diary of a Lively Labrador 

•How to be an Anglo-Saxon in 13 Easy Steps 

Reports:   

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 

 
Writing 
Non chronological Reports JC : 
• Explore the features of a non-
chronological report, practise writing and 
independent writing of a non-
chronological report. 
• An Anthology of Intriguing Animals – 
Ben Hoare 
•Animal books from school library. 
•Range of websites and online texts. 
Newsletters/newspapers/ recounts 
•Exploring features and styles of each of 
these text types and writing their own. 
•Writing a newssheet of their trip to 
Celtic Harmony. 
•A range of online texts 
Narrative JC 
Exploring the features and creating our 
own. 
•The Secret of Black Rock 
•Moana extract 
•Range of books and websites to explore 
types of fish. 
•video clips 
 Persuasive Writing 

• Recall persuasive writing of Autumn term 

and recall features.  Explore other styles 

and write own. 

•The Great Kapol Tree 



 

 

•Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone. 

 

Class readers  

•Fortunately the Milk – Neil Gaiman 

•The boy who grew dragons –Andy Shepherd 

•The Christmasaurus – Tom Fletcher 

 

Essentials Spelling for Year 3 

•Looking at the features and creating our own. 

•Persuasive texts – letters and adverts 

 

Class Readers 

The Ice Monster – David Walliams 

 

Essentials Spelling for Year 3 

• Books and texts about the rainforest 
from library and online. 
Poetry/One Poet - Michael Rosen 
•Look at a range of MR poems and explore 
the patterns and playfulness of them. 
•Writing in the style of Michael Rosen and 
poetry to perform. 
 
Guided Reading: 

How to Train your Dragon – Cressida 

Cowell 

 

Essentials Spelling for Year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 3 Reading- Progression and Assessment  
Year 3 Working Below the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• Read accurately most words of two or more syllables  

• Read most words containing common suffixes  

• Read most common exception words 
In age-appropriate books, the pupil can:  

• Read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending, e.g at over 90 words per minute.  

• Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation 
n discussion with the teacher, the pupil can:  

• Answer questions and make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done in a familiar book that is read to them. 
 

Year 3 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• read accurately many polysyllabic and multi-morphemic words and further exception words In age-appropriate1 books, the pupil can:  

• read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their understanding rather than on 
decoding individual words  

• read aloud with intonation that shows understanding  

• read many words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation.  

• check that the text makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading at the point of difficulty  

• make a plausible prediction about what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

• summarise main ideas from what has been read  

• retrieve information from non-fiction  

• draw inferences and begin to justify their opinions through discussions 
Year 3 Working at Greater Depth 
The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently:  

• Demonstrates experience of a broader range of genres, authors and texts from different periods in time. Has developed preferences within a wider 
range of texts, genres and writers and can justify their preferences.  

• Uses appropriate terminology when discussing texts (e.g. plot, character, setting). Can compare and contrast across texts, justifying identified 
similarities and differences. 

• Shows an awareness of other organisational devices that will help to locate and retrieve information from non-fiction.  

• Justifies inferences and deductions with evidence from the text. 



 

 

Year 3 Writing- Progression and Assessment  

Year 3 Working Towards the expected standard 
The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:  

• write simple, coherent narratives  

• write in a range of non-narrative forms  

• use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y2 mostly correctly  

• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses  

• spell many common exception words  

• use phonic knowledge and other knowledge of spelling to spell many words relating to the KS1 programme of study correctly  

• form capital letters and lower case letters correctly. 
 

Year 3 Working at the expected standard 
 The pupil can:  

• write for a range of real purposes and audiences, beginning to develop an awareness of appropriate language and form (e.g. letter; report writing) 

• create settings, characters and plot in narrative†  

• use speech punctuation correctly when following modelled writing  

• use some conjunctions (e.g. and, because, when, even though), adverbs (e.g. often, quickly, very), and prepositions (e.g. next to, underneath, with) for 
cohesion and to add detail  

• use past and present tense mostly correctly (e.g. ran, wander) and begin to use other verb forms (e.g. will go, have eaten)  

• use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y3 mostly correctly^ (e.g. apostrophes for possession, commas in lists)  

• spell correctly words from learning in previous year groups, and some words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, * using phonic knowledge and other 
knowledge of spelling such as morphology, to spell words as accurately as possible  

• spell most common exception words*  

• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting (e.g. by ensuring that downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant)  

• join letters with diagonal and horizontal strokes where appropriate.  
 

Year 3 Working at a Greater depth. 
The pupil can:  

• write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing  

• use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the reader  

• use paragraphs  

• improve the effect of their writing by making changes when editing (e.g. re-ordering sentences and adapting vocabulary). 



 

 

Year 4 English- Learning Objectives and Knowledge Overview 

Years 3 & 4 - Learning Objectives  

Spoken Language 

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Reading: Word Reading 

• apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new words they meet 

• read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

Reading: Comprehension 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

• preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action 

• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

• recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 

Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 

• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 



 

 

• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

• identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

• participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

Writing: Transcription 

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1) 

• spell further homophones• spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1) 

• place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 

children’s] 

• use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

• write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

Writing: Handwriting 

• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left not 

joined 

• increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the down-strokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

Writing: Composition 

Plan their writing by: 

• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

• discussing and recording ideas 

Draft & write by: 

• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 

structures (English Appendix 2) 

• organising paragraphs around a theme 

• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

• in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings 

Evaluate & edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements 

• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 



 

 

• read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is 

clear. 

 Writing: Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation 

Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

• extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

• using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

• choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

• using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

• using fronted adverbials 

• learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2Indicate grammatical and other features by: 

• using commas after fronted adverbials 

• indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

• using and punctuating direct speech 

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 4 – Termly Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Spring Summer 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Guided Reading 
•The Ice Palace – Robert Swindells 
•Paddington – Michael Bond 
•The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe -  C.S. 
Lewis 
•Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland -  Lewis Carroll 
•Pipi Long Stocking -  Astrid Lindgren 
•The Birds of Flanders Fields 
•The Egyptian Cinderella – Shirley Climo 
Poetry  
•A Poem to be Spoken Silently 

•The Magic of the Brain 

 

Writing inspired by –  

•Overheard on a Saltmarsh by Harold Monroe  
•The Small Dragon – Brian Patten 
•Sekhmet, Goddess of Vengeance – Egyptian myth 
Writing myths 
•Letters of persuasion – Chalk Rivers 
Diary Entry/play scripts –  
•Angel of Nitshill Road – Anne Fine 
•The Princess and the Pea – Lauren Child 
•The Longest Journey – John Lewis advert 
•Class reader - The Land of Roar 

Essential Spelling – Year 4 Plan 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 

Guided Reading 

•The Girl who Stole an Elephant – Nizrana Farook 

•Grandpa’s Indian Summer – Jamila Garvin 

 

Writing Inspired by –  

•Poetry - The Bug Chant  

• ‘Matilda’ by Hilaire Belloc 
•Indian Brochure 
•Street Children 
•The Iron Man – Ted Hughes 

•The Present – short film 

•The Girl who Stole an Elephant – Nizrana Farook 

•Class reader - The Wizards of Once 

Essential Spellings - Year 4 Plan 

 

 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 

Guided Reading  

•Kensuke’s Kingdom  

•Running Wild  

 

Writing inspired by –  

•The Green Ship – Quentin Blake: Stories 

with an imaginative setting.  

•Non –chronological Report – Animal of 

their choice  

•The Door                         

•Recount of Hudnall                        

•Romans in Britain:                         

•Speech writing with a historical focus 

•Chelonian Green and One Tiny Turtle                                                                     

•Class reader – Same as GR to finish book. 

Essential Spellings - Year 4 Plan 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 4 Reading- Progression and Assessment  

Year 4 Working Towards the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• Read accurately most words of two or more syllables  

• Read most words containing common suffixes  

• Read most common exception words 
In age-appropriate books, the pupil can:  

• Read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending, e.g. at over 90 words per minute.  

• Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation. 
In discussion with the teacher, the pupil can:  

• Answer questions and make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done in a familiar book that is read to them. 
 

Year 4 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• read accurately most polysyllabic and multi-morphemic words and further exception words In age-appropriate1 books, the pupil can:  

• read aloud fluently with intonation that shows understanding  

• read many words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation.  

• check that the text makes sense, correcting when meaning is lost  

• make plausible predictions about what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

• summarise main ideas providing key details  

• retrieve information from non-fiction  

• draw inferences and justify their opinions through discussions  

• make links between the book they are reading and other books they have read 
Year 4 Working at a Greater Depth 
The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently:  

• Justifies inferences and deductions with evidence from the text. 

• Uses appropriate terminology when discussing texts (e.g. plot, character, setting). Can compare and contrast across texts, justifying identified 
similarities and differences.  

• Discusses different writers, referring to their style of writing and themes; deepening their understanding of their culture and wider background.  

• Explains the reasoning of organisational devices, including glossaries. Retrieves information with increasing accuracy and speed, recording evidence 
through paraphrasing.  

• Reads silently with increasing stamina and appraises the text. Shows awareness of the audience when reading out loud. 



 

 

Year 4 Writing- Progression and Assessment  

Year 4 Working Towards the expected standard 
The pupil can:  

• write for a range of purposes  

• begin to use paragraphs  

• create settings and characters in narrative 

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. headings)  

• use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y2 correctly^ and some of the punctuation taught in Y3 and Y4^  

• spell correctly many words from previous year groups and some words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list 

• write legibly.  
Year 4 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• write for a range of purposes and audiences with an increasing awareness of appropriate language and form (e.g. description of a school event, poetry 
to evoke feelings)  

• create settings, characters and plot in narrative†  

• use speech punctuation correctly most of the time  

• use vocabulary and grammatical structures to communicate ideas for the given audience and purpose (e.g. use a range of sentences and begin to vary 
the position of clauses within a sentence)  

• use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity (e.g. appropriate noun or pronoun to avoid repetition 
and adverbs to express time and cause)  

• use past and present tenses correctly, and include a wider range of verb forms (e.g. we were going; they have been)  

• use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y4 mostly correctly^ (e.g. commas after adverbials; use of apostrophe)  

• spell correctly words from learning in previous year groups, and most words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list,* and use phonics and morphology to 
spell words, beginning to use a dictionary to check spellings  

• write legibly and with increasing fluency, paying attention to size and spacing  

• maintain the use of joined handwriting2 throughout independent writing. 
Year 4 Working at a Greater Depth 
The pupil can:  

• write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing  

• develop character through description, actions and dialogue  

• begin to make choices about using sentences of different lengths and types  

• improve the effect of their writing by making changes when editing (e.g. re-ordering sentences and adapting vocabulary). 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 English- Learning Objectives and Knowledge Overview 

Years 5 & 6 – Learning Objectives 

Spoken Language 

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Reading: Word Reading 

• apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new words that they meet. 

Reading: Comprehension 

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

• continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, 

and books from other cultures and traditions 

• recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 

• making comparisons within and across books 

• learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

• preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to 

an audience. 

 



 

 

Understand what they read by: 

• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

• asking questions to improve their understanding 

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 

• identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 

• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

• retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

• participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously 

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic 

and using notes where necessary 

• provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

Writing: Transcription 

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them 

• spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [for example, knight, psalm, solemn] 

• continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused 

• use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in 

English Appendix 1 

• use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 

• use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 

• use a thesaurus. 

Writing: Handwriting & Presentation 

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

• choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 

• choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 

Writing: Composition 

Plan their writing by: 

• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed. 



 

 

Draft and write by: 

• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 

• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

• summarising longer passages 

• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]. 

Evaluate and edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing 

the appropriate register 

• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

• perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear. 

Writing: Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation 

Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

• recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms 

• using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 

• using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 

• using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

• using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

• using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 

• learning the grammar for years 5 and 6 in English Appendix 2. 

Indicate grammatical and other features by: 

• using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

• using hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

• using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

• using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses 

• using a colon to introduce a list 

• punctuating bullet points consistently 

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately in discussing their writing and reading. 



 

 

 
Year 5 – Termly Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Spring Summer 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing Inspired by –  
•Summer poetry 
•Mars Transmission 
•La Luna – Pixar short film 
•Pandora – Literacy Shed clip 
•Pie Corbett’s Magnificent Machines. 
•Road’s End – Short film by Bri Maya 
•Fingers on the back of the Neck – Margaret Mahy 
•Room 13 – Robert Swindell - Extract 
•The Hand – Extract 
•The Rain Player - David Wisniewski 

•Poetry – Wings – Pie Corbett 

•The Christmas story 
 
Guided Reading 
•The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Rauf 
•Ninja Comprehension 

 

Essentials Spelling Year 5 
 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing Inspired by –  

•Is screen use making children lazy? – The Write Stuff 

•The Trojan Horse 

•Fair Trade Persuasive Letter 

•Fair Trade Book –Juliana’s Bananas – Ruth Walton 

•Harry Kane Persuasive Letter 

•The Easter story 

 Biographies: 

• Usain Bolt 

• Jurgan Klopp 

• Mary Anning 

• Andy Murray 

• David Walliams 
Myths and Legends: 

• King Arthur 

• Robin Hood 

• Ulysess and the Bag Window 

• Father Sky Mother Earth 

• The Greatest Flood 

• How fire came to Earth 

• The Boy who fell out of the sky 

• Stone Girl Bone Girl – Laurence Anholt 

• Performance Poetry – The Ant and The 

Grasshopper 

• A List of Small and Happy Things – Pie Corbett 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing Inspired by –  

•Mediterranean / European Study 

•Treasure Island – Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

•Tom’s Midnight Garden – Philippa 

Pearce 

•Volcanoes 

•BBC Teach Clip – Mount Vesuvius 

Poetry 

• Cat Began – Andrew Matthews 

• Grace Nichols –You, Moon-

Mad and Darkness and Light 

 

Guided Reading 

•There’s a Boy in Girls’ Bathroom – 

Louis Sachar 

•Ninja Comprehension 

 

Essentials Spelling Year 5 



 

 

 

Guided Reading 

•Who Let The Gods Out –Maz Evans 

•Non-Fiction – The Greeks 

Ninja Comprehension 

 

Essentials Spelling Year 5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 Reading- Progression and Assessment  

Year 5 Working Towards the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet.  

• Read further exception words. 
In age-appropriate books, the pupil can:  

• Read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending, e.g at over 90 words per minute.  

• Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation 
In discussion with the teacher, the pupil can:  

• Discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books.  

• Read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes.  

• Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read.  

• Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books.  

• Drawing inferences from what has been read.  

• Make predictions about what might happen from what has been read so far 
Year 5 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency (including whole novels)  

• read aloud with intonation that shows understanding  

• work out the meaning of words from context, checking that the text makes sense  

• predict what might happen from details stated and implied  

• summarise main ideas identifying key details  

• retrieve information from non-fiction  

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, drawing inferences and justifying these with evidence  

• make comparisons between the book they are reading and other books they have read  

• evaluate how authors use language, beginning to consider the impact on the reader 
Year 5 Working at a Greater Depth 
The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently:  

• Provide reasoned justifications for their views, linked to text.  

• Participate in discussions about books building on their own and others’ views and challenging views courteously.  

• Use the technical terms needed for discussing what they hear and read – metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery style and effect.  

• Explain how punctuation marks the grammatical boundaries of sentences and gives meaning.  

• Use scanning and text marking to find and identify key information. 



 

 

Year 5 Writing- Progression and Assessment  

Year 5 Working Towards the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• write for a range of purposes  

• use paragraphs to organise ideas  

• in narratives, describe settings and characters†  

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points)  

• use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y2 correctly and some of the punctuation taught in Y3 and Y4  

• spell correctly common exception words and many words from Y3/4 spelling lists and use phonic knowledge and other knowledge of spelling, such as 
morphology to spell words as accurately as possible  

• write legibly.  
Year 5 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• write for a range of purposes and audiences, and mostly select language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. clarity of explanations; 
appropriate level of formality in speech writing)  

• in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere†  

• begin to convey character and advance the action through dialogue, maintaining a balance of speech and description  

• select vocabulary and grammatical structures that are appropriate for the audience and purpose (e.g. correct sentence types; tenses; a range of verb 
forms; relative clauses)  

• use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs (e.g. conjunctions; adverbials of time and place; pronouns; synonyms), in much of 
their writing  

• use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout most of their writing  

• use the range of punctuation taught up to and including Y5 mostly correctly^ (e.g. commas separating clauses; punctuation for parenthesis)  

• spell correctly words from learning in previous year groups, and some words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list, * using known spelling strategies and 
dictionaries to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary  

• write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed.  
Year 5 Working at a Greater Depth- The pupil can:  

• begin to select the appropriate form and draw on what they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. rhetorical questions; interactions between 
characters; range of sentence constructions and types)  

• choose precise and effective vocabulary, according to the purpose and audience, and adapt this when editing to improve effect 

 • sustain and develop ideas within paragraphs  

• begin to independently use punctuation and sentence constructions to show the difference between formal and informal writing (e.g. contractions in 
speech). 



 

 

Year 6 English- Learning Objectives and Knowledge Overview 

Years 5 & 6 – Learning Objectives 

Spoken Language 

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Reading: Word Reading 

• apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new words that they meet. 

Reading: Comprehension 

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

• continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, 

and books from other cultures and traditions 

• recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 

• making comparisons within and across books 

• learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

• preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to 

an audience. 

 



 

 

Understand what they read by: 

• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

• asking questions to improve their understanding 

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 

• identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 

• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

• retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

• participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously 

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic 

and using notes where necessary 

• provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

Writing: Transcription 

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them 

• spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [for example, knight, psalm, solemn] 

• continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused 

• use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in 

English Appendix 1 

• use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 

• use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 

• use a thesaurus. 

Writing: Handwriting & Presentation 

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

• choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 

• choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 

Writing: Composition 

Plan their writing by: 

• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed. 



 

 

Draft and write by: 

• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 

• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

• summarising longer passages 

• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]. 

Evaluate and edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing 

the appropriate register 

• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

• perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear. 

Writing: Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation 

Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

• recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms 

• using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 

• using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 

• using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

• using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

• using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 

• learning the grammar for years 5 and 6 in English Appendix 2. 

Indicate grammatical and other features by: 

• using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

• using hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

• using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

• using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses 

• using a colon to introduce a list 

• punctuating bullet points consistently 

• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately in discussing their writing and reading. 



 

 

 
Year 6 – Termly Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Spring Summer 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing Inspired by : 
•The Book of Butterflies 
•Letters From the Lighthouse – Emma Carroll 
•The Hairy Hands of Dartmoor 
•The Lighthouse - Literacy Shed 
•Flanders Field – Poem – John McCrae 
•We shall keep the Faith – Moira Micheal 
•For the Fallen – Laurence Binyon 
•Dolce et decorum est – Wilfred Owen 
•Rose Blanche – Christophe Gallaz and Roberto 
Innocent 
 
Essentials Spelling Year 6 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 
Writing Inspired by: 
The Highwayman - Alfred Noyes 

Holes – Louis Sachar 

The Day the Crayons Quit – Drew Dalwart 

 

Essentials Spelling Year 6 

 

 

 

See weekly/daily plans for detail: 
 

Writing Inspired by: 

‘The Piano’ (Literacy Shed animated 

short) - write stories with flashbacks  

•Develop their speaking and listening 

skills by taking part in a Year Group 

Production. 

•Poetry performance for Leavers’ 

assembly 

•Present historical information about 

the Stone Age. 

•Non-fiction writing - residential write-

up 

Class reader: Wonder 

 

Essentials Spelling Year 6 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Year 6 Reading- Progression and Assessment  

Year 6 Working Towards the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet.  

• Read further exception words. 
In age-appropriate books, the pupil can:  

• Read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending, e.g. at over 90 words per minute. 

 • Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation. 
In discussion with the teacher, the pupil can:  

• Discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books.  

• Read books that are structured in different ways and read for a range of purposes.  

• Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read.  

• Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books.  

• Drawing inferences from what has been read.  

• Make predictions about what might happen from what has been read so far 
 

Year 6 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• read age- appropriate1 books with confidence and fluency (including whole novels)  

• read aloud with intonation that shows understanding  

• work out the meaning of words from context  

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, drawing inferences and justifying these with evidence  

• predict what might happen from details stated and implied  

• retrieve information from non-fiction  

• summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using quotations for illustration  

• evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader  

• make comparisons within and across books 
 

 



 

 

Year 6 Working at a Greater Depth 
The pupil can, in a book they are reading independently:  

• Participate in discussions about books building on their own and others’ views and challenging views courteously.  

• Use the technical terms needed for discussing what they hear and read – metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery style and effect.  

• Explain how punctuation marks the grammatical boundaries of sentences and gives meaning.  

• Use scanning and text marking to find and identify key information.  

• Refers accurately to the text when explaining views, adeptly using it to justify viewpoint. Independently, participates in discussion about books, taking 
turns and responding to what others say. Independently, makes links to other known texts.  

• Compares and contrasts the styles of different writers and poets, giving examples from the text(s) without support.  

• Without support, identifies and discusses the conventions of different types of writing; such as the use of the first person in writing diaries and 
autobiographies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 6 Writing- Progression and Assessment  

Year 6 Working Towards the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• write for a range of purposes 

 • use paragraphs to organise ideas 

 • in narratives, describe settings and characters† 

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points)  

• use capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly  

• spell correctly most words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, and some words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list  

• write legibly. 
 

Year 6 Working at the expected standard  
The pupil can:  

• begin to select the appropriate form and draw on what they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. rhetorical questions; interactions between 
characters; range of sentence constructions and types)  

• choose precise and effective vocabulary, according to the purpose and audience, and adapt this when editing to improve effect  

• sustain and develop ideas within paragraphs  

• begin to independently use punctuation and sentence constructions to show the difference between formal and informal writing (e.g. contractions in 
speech). 

 
Year 6 Working at a greater Depth 
The pupil can:  

• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have read as models 
for their own writing (e.g. literary language, characterisation, structure)  

• distinguish between the language of speech and writing and choose the appropriate register  

• exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this  

• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, hyphens) and, when necessary, use such punctuation 
precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity. 
[There are no additional statements for spelling or handwriting] 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


